
'eaneck's Lieut Amrhein
Back From 40 Air Missionsl

jfWears Air Medal, Seven Oak Leaf Clusters Showingf
Participation In Raids On Rome, Beach Points

By LEE BEODERICK
He bombed Rome the two times it was plastered. Once hei

iflew in the leadship ol Mitchell Marauders that came in overf
•the Holy City at 12,000 feet. »-

Now that the 23-year-old Lleu-
|tenant John J. Amrhcir is back

home at 505 Queen Anne Road,
Peaneck, these runs over Rome are
nothing but two of the even 2-

|score missions negotiated by his
nedlum bomber all over the under-

|belly of Europe.
What the bombardier remembers

Ilike yesterday and now tries to for-
Iget, are the times he had with his
Ibarracks roommate, Lieutenant
IKenneth Wodenschek of 280 Marl-
|boro Road, Wood-Ridge.

PAL WAS KILLED
The Flying Portress pilot and

I star athlete out of Rutherford High
I School got orders one day to take
joff on a bomb run. He came back
I dead that day, September 25, to his
I Tunisian airba&e.

Bombardier Amrhein" was hurt
Ion the second bomb run in October

. * *

LT. JOHN J. AMRHEIN

land he was scared, real scared for
I maybe the first time, he says.

"Splinters of flak tore through
i the nose of the plane11, he said,
I "tore across my right arm, and
I scraped my left eye knocking me
lout for what seamed an eternity
Ibut they tell me I recovered in a
I matter of seconds and went about
Jtlie business of the target objective.

"Because there is much more to
Ido than to think about yourself,
• I did not-give myself any thought.
I o n the way back I took a look at
I the hole in. the nose, and at my

limp arm, and broke out in a cold|
sweat. Reaction, I guess."

Amrhein had no cold sweat July!
ID the day of the first raid onl
Rome. His 6-man Marauder camel
in at 12,000 feet, ran through in-i
different flak, and dumped its six!
iOO-pound eggs on the freight yards!
nearest target abjective to Vaticang
city.

"Everything was as simple as I
that," he said, "and no different!
from any other mission except tha t !
we had orders to be extra careful I
about the Vatican. We had a brief-I
ing on this run the night before |
and twice before that. Each time I
we were cautioned against plumbing |
the Vatican.

"As we came in at the end of a I
l'/i-hour run, the motors set for!
200 m. p. h., I could see the steeples I
in Vatican City against tile sky. I
The antiaircraft was not too ac- j
curate against us oven in the medi-§
urn altitude. Our ship wasn't hit." |

REMEMBERS JUNE FIGHT
More than once before this the I

Marauder came through fire with I
icars, mostly in the area of Castel- j

bantrano in southwest Sicily.
Clear in his mind is the tangle oil

June 20 in that area where 36 e n - |
emy planes fought the invaders.

"By the time we reached the tar-1
get objective," he recalled, "the en-1
emy had detached the bombers!
from our fighter escorts and the !
fighters lay away back. We had to I
fight off a new wave of planes and |
plenty of flak. The contact lasted I
15 minutes but in that time, two!
ME 109s came head on toward our |
plane. We fired and maneuvered.

IIIS PILOT HIT
"Our hydaulic line was shot out!

and the center flap and landing |
gear Were riddled into disuse.

"Flak tore through the nose and!
missed me. The pilot got hit in the I
leg. One of the motors was hit and!
then began cutting out."

Pumping 50-mm. shells from t h e |
machtnegun in the nose of tha i
plane, Amrhein had a bit of a scare.!
"That was the second time I really [
sweated," he said.

Amrhein bombed Marseilles and!
Pantelleria; Palermo, Messina, Gela,I
and other points in Sicily; Salerno j
and other beach points, and instal-H
lations in Italy.

He is back with his parents, Mr.i
and Mrs. John. A. Amrhein, walt-I
ing for January 17 for reports forfl
new assignment at the Atlantic Oityf
Redistribution Center of the Ail
Force. He is a bombardier-navi-j
gator.

He wears thr~xAir- -Medal with!
seven Oak Le&f clusters and the
Military Ordet of the Purple Heart.8

F I C H T E B ON LEAVE
(Special to the Berten Evenlae Record)
Sampson, N. Y., Jan. 24—Seamen!

JSecond Class Emil Fichter of 571
I South Prospect Terrace, TeaneckX
IN. J., and Harold Oella of S-124F
lcioverdale Avenue, Paramus, navel
I completed basic training here a n d |
I are on leave.

[Three To Study
J Engineering Work

(Special tn the Bei'giin Evening Record) I
Brooklyn, N. Y., Jan. 24—Salemj

iBennfeld of 300 Sunset Avenu
BEnglewood, N. J.; John M. San-B
[borne of 250 Broad Avenue, Leonia;!
land Kenneth R. Williams of 12941
J Beaumont Avenue, West Englewoodj
I have been assigned to the engineer-I

YDrive Book, Torn, Mended,]
Goes On Across The World

] To New Hundreds In Army
„ This is the story of a book do-
Jiated to the Teaneck Public Ll-
? wary's Victory Book Drive that has
] ;rav61ed half way around the world,
j According to a letter received by
I vliss Virginia Scherzlnger, 17-year-
J )ld Teaneck High School student,
I .'rom a soldier at a station hospital
1 n North Africa, the book's yeUow
I attered pages have been auto-
| sraphed by 239 soldiers and have
1 )een mended over and over again.
I The writer, Private Jim Greenlies,
J relieves that the book will gr
I rtirough Brenner Pass with the Al
1 ied troops "right into Adolph's
j luthouse". The book, "The Paper

5 Chase Mystery", by Fielding, men-,
| lions the Pass and surrounding ter-
| ritory.
1 Miss Scherzinger's address was
B-found on the inside cover of the
iaook, placed there when a friend
I borrowed it several years ago. The
l?ounB high school student and her
Smother, Mrs, Louis R. Scherzinger
•A jf 185 Grayson Place, Teaneck, had
| donated 130 such books to the drive.
6 Private Greenlies wrote the letter
I October 7. It arrived at the Scher •
1 singer home a week ago.

An immediate reply was mailed.
"We would like you to know,"

I Miss Scherzinger told the soldier,
1 'just how many more boys will

:ead it."
The letter follows:
"Dear Virginia: A book you gave,

9 'The Paper Chase Mystery' by
I Melding, has found its way to the
I front. It is now torn and has been
ivebandaged many times. I thought
I you might like to know I read it
I as it was handed down. Good books
ia re scarce, and all of us like to
I dwell in mysteries—makes all the
I boys forget what they have been
1 through. It seemed coincidental that
I the story should describe such places
l a s the bobsled runs in the Italian
i mountains, Brenner Pass, etc. If
1 that book stays with the men now
I reading it, I am sure its tattered
I yellowing pages will march with the
1 boys through that famous pass into
I Adolph's nuthouse. The book has
• been autographed 239 times. Youu
1 address was on the cover. I have
I put my address inside it, and have
j requested its return to me. I am
I anxious to see how much further
l i t will travel. All is in our favor.
I Sincerely, JIM GREENLIES."
I A letter was written by Private
I Edward Farrell of Saracus, N. Y.,
i to the Scherzinger family several
I months ago. Farrell also found the
I Grayson place address In the book

I he picked up at Port Hancock who
he was on duty with the Army
a mine planter. Letters were wr
ten by Farrell to the Teaneck fa
ily every day for 3 months, He
expected to be discharged from i
Army, because he was over age, a
in these letters said that is so
would join the Merchant Marl
Suddenly after 3 months the fit
of letters from Port Hancc
stopped. Letters sent to him w
returned marked "discharged".

JEUT. H0UGH10NI
)F TEANECK IS
RELIEVED DEAD
Jother Gives Up Hope]
For Flier When Chap-
lain Writes Of Crash

(LISTED _AS_MISSING|

. First Lieutenant Clyde A. Hough-1
1 ton, 30, of Tf-aneck. reported miss-1
ling' in action since January 1 byj
• the War Depjiimiait, is believed J
Idtad by his wdowtq mother, Mrs.!
lEtuel Houghton, who yesterday I
•learned from a chaplain at her son's I
•Southwest Pacific Uase, that the I
•Liberator bomber Houshton was!
nflying" was seen to' crash. .
• The Rev. Lercis It. -EUetl told I
•Mrs. Hbughton m a lBfter that HerL
•son was the commanding officer of I
• a group of planes which went out !
Ion a bombing m-ision, , |
J "As the rcauH'af enemy fire, the!
•snip your son was piloting was seen!
• to crash. Several men were ob-J
• served escaping by parachuting I
I from the plane, but the enemy!
I planes still attacked and shot a t |
• the parachutists, who landed in I
I enemy waters," the chaplain's let-f
I ter said.

COULD BE PKISONEB
I "Under very severe circumstances I
I we hope with you that some of them!
• may have been allowed to live and!
• that they were taken prisoners,"!
I the chaplain wrote. Mrs. Hough-1
I ton believes her son stayed at thol
Icontrols until his plane hit t h e !
iwater, and she no longer holds to l
• the hope that he may have been!
•taken prisoner. I

Houghlou, a graduate of Teaneckl
•High. School, enlisted in the Airl
•Force in April, 1942, just 3 months!
•before his graduation date. He re-I
icelved his diploma while in training]
• to be a pilot. I
1 He was one of the most popularl
•boys in his class, had been active l n i
Idramatlcs, was a, member ot hssj
I junior prom committee, of the com-
lmittee in charge of planning as-1
Isembly programs, and an activel
•member, of the Active Atoms, sci-l
Hence clu*b. ' I
I He wis awarded his pilots wings!
ilast April at Aloe Air Held in Vio-j
•toria, Tex., and sent overseas 41
imonths later. He was promoted to l
•first lieutenant December 14, andl
•put in charge of a combat sauadron.|
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